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Proceedings of the Madison Botanical Congress. 


1 


Wednesday, August 23, 10 a. m. 


The Congress was called to order in the Physical Lecture 
Room of Science Hall by Dr. J. C. Arthur, Chairman of the 


Committee on Arrangements. 


The chairman gave an account of the origin of the present 


Congress, and the steps which had been taken to secure a 


full attendance, not only of American botanists, but also an 


adequate representation of foreign ones. 


A committee consisting of Messrs. Bessey, Britton, 



Millan, Tracy and Davis, was appointed to nominate officers 


for the Congress, and a recess was taken until the committee 


was ready to report. 


Upon reconvening the committee first offered the followii g 


resolution pertaining to the official name of the Congress, 


which was adopted without discussion: 


“ Resolved, that, inasmuch as the attendance of European botanist 


at this meeting has fallen much below the expectation of the orpnu 
ing committee, so that the desired international character of the as¬ 


semblage has not been realized, the name of the meeting be 1 he 


ison Botanical Congress.” 


The committee then presented the following nominations 

Lee Greene, of 


for the officers: For president, Edward j . 

Berkeley; for vice-presidents, Henry L. de \ ilmorin, of laris, 
and Lucien M. Underwood, of Greencastle; for secretaric . 

Washington, 


J. C. Arthur, of LaFayette, F. V. Coville, __ _ 

and B. L. Robinson, of Cambridge; for treasurer, Chares 


Barnes, of Madison. 


►* MV.O, wi mauiouu, # .i.*, 

As Prof. Greene was not a duly qualified mem be. 0 


Congress at the time, his name was withdrawn, and the >t 


other nominations were unanimously confirmed. Sub-equ 


ly his 


name was 


agai 


in presented for president and he 


unanimously elected. 


M. de Vilmorin presided during the remainder of the 


ing session. 


A communication from the International Commissio n 


[Nomenclature was read by the presiding officer, ^ onJi ; 

ferred to the three American members oEthe 


Commission. 


1 As the report of the proceedings is 
only an abstract is here given.—E ds. 


to be published iu full as 1 




id* 
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A printed letter from Dr. Otto Kuntze, a copy of which 
tad been handed to each member of tlie Congress upon regis- 
* ition was then presented, and was also referred to the Ameri- 
cin members the International Commission. The matter of 
t ic nomenclature of systematic botany being thus introduced, 
t" the Congress, it was voted that, inasmuch as the Congress 
1 not possess the international character which had been 
oped for, and could not therefore legislate upon questions of 
D’.»menclature, it should not further consider the subject. 

v ' ;ri ' es °f topics were presented by Secretary Arthur which 
3(i ' iecn suggested for the consideration of the Congress by 
nr. ’ijs botanists, both American and foreign, a part having 

L ' r t)een printed in the preliminary circular of the Com¬ 
mittee of Arrangements. 

v . e lowing committees were appointed to consider the 

J C ' name< ^ an( T to report at the next session of the Con¬ 
fess: 


1 On the Nomenclature of Plant Diseases: B. D. Halsted, 
toX&! and L - R - Jones. 

u n . e terminology of Anatomy and Morphology: D. 




(T\r 

hil 


y of Physiology: J 


Ca n pb f 11, Comva y MacMillan, and C. R. Barnes. 

r , 0n Terminolo 

l*rS' « dA ' S ' Hitchcock. 

A, " 'p homenclat 

: a' h ,. v ilmorin, and B. L. Robinson. 

l C" B| hhography: 

f) mour. 

The; 


Arthur, W 


ure of Horticultural Forms: W. Tre- 


f — — ^ r ^ m a. v w ^ a 4 « fc-r v » 

C. R. Barnes, N. L. Britton, and A. 


‘ r: -d Jr? the Congress was called to the loss sus- 
taidollf. C | ^°^ an i ca I world in the death of Alphonse de 
Wk Lr °eorge Vasey. H. L. de Vilmorin and F. V. 


d ea th re a PP°i n ted a committee to draft resolutions on 

tBeisey ” de Candolle. N. L. Britton 

^-' a ‘h of q C a PP°i n * e d a committee to draft resolutions on 




and C. 


The Con rge Vase y- 

,, ;? n ^ re ss then adio 


. °cloclt. 

the 


adjourned until Thursday morning at 


Outran ^ rno °n, at two o’clock, fifty members assembled 
r * the ey e . Science Hall, where carriages were taken 
Cte.,. ursion to Lake Wingra provided by the Local 




•mitt- 

nin 



of A 

r r . , Arran gements. 


KanH ° -- The afternoon was spent in 

* r -'v tporai specimens of the flora of the marshes, 

toted an p ' C an< ^ edges of the lake, 
tot to var ied flora which proved of much 

e w * 1 ° participated in the excursion. 


The trip 
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Thursday, August 24, 10 a. m. 

The session was called to order by Vice-President Under¬ 
wood, who, upon the election of E. L. Greene as President, 
surrendered the chair to him. 

A telegram was read by Secretary Arthur from Prof. Witt* 
mack, of Berlin, stating that his duties as judge at the Co¬ 
lumbian Exposition prevented his attendance, and expressing 
his hearty good wishes for the Congress. 

A committee on Geographic Botany, consisting of F. \. 
Coville, L. M. Underwood, and W. T. Swingle, was ap¬ 
pointed to present this subject at the subsequent session c 1 

the Congress. 

The report of the committee to draft resolutions on th 
death of Alphonse de Candolle was presented by M. tit' V ' 
morin, adopted, and ordered engrossed, signed by the officer? 
of the Congress, and transmitted to his family. 

A committee on resolutions to express the appreciation "1 
the members for the hospitality of the city was appointed: W 
A. Kellerman, Miss S. M. Hallowell, and B. L. Robinson. 

It was voted that discussion on the report of each com¬ 
mittee be limited to one hour, and individual speeches to me 

minutes. 

Report of the committee on Nomenclature of Plant U 

eases was received. 

The report was divided into seven sections, making sug¬ 
gestions for the limitation of common names now in use an 
the rules to be observed in applying new names. 

After discussion by Vilmorin, Halsted, Swingle, 

Jones, Britton, Arthur, Barnes, Kellerman, Seymour. 

after con- 

A standing committee of seven, consisting of Messrs. 
sted, Swingle, Jones, Bessey, Kellerman, Atkinson . 

loway, was appointed to consider the subject an tri * 

further report upon it. ointed 

A motion was passed directing all committees apf 

Section G of the American *- 


lease, Coville, Carleton and Tracy, the report 
siderable amendment, was adopted. 


by this Congress to report to 
sociation for the Advancement of Science. 

The report of the committee on the Terminology ^ ^ 
Physiology was read and partially discussed before 



-css. 

The committee reported four topics for discussion* 
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i. In reference to the terminology to be used regarding 

: several processes concerned in the use of food in building 

•p the structure of plants. Four terms, assimilation, diges- 

'!or food, and the new term, photosyntax, were considered 
aadcr thisihead. 

- The use of the terms fertilization, pollination, and fe- 

owhtinn. The committee recommended the abandonment 

'-U- term fertilization, and the use of the term pollination 

*ir° designate the transference of pollen to the stigma, 

®dof fecundation to designate the union of the male with 
female gamete. 

H 


u< 



part of the general subject, and placing the re- 
■'"■r under the title e do, v. 

4- The limitation of species, varieties and forms. This 
c *as not discussed for want of time. 

Thursday, August 24, 


2 p. M. 


1 ^ On o ress was called to order with President Greene in 


hair. 


^•-unfinished busi 


ness of the 


C 1 Lllv^ llJL 

Plan. pP rt U eSented the 

» . ^ PhysiolotJ-V. waQ rfcnm 


morning 




session, the dis- 
committee on Terinin- 

As the - L- '-“’Sy* was resumed. 

I, ,j " 0r l-^is committee and the discussion which 

" ere 0, dy suggestive, the three members of the 



eetin£r of the American 


on the Terminology of Plant 


^ Wer< - empowered to select two others 1 , and di- 

^ ; o'! a ! Xn * :a ’ : * ve presentation of these matters as 
irtre , S1 e * 111 order that the substance of their report 

ZZfTf'r thc next m . 

U;> ren v 11C ^ time it is to be further considered. 

*^«y^ r Hl, thecommittee 

*hccomm" or P^°^°gy was presented by Prof. MacMillan. 

which reco S n * ze d the great complexity of the mat- 
• v ';rrs. ,• ^ ^aey hav^e to deal, and recommended to the 

ca refu f E Co, . nilit tee of fi v 
ri,L consi deration the difficulties 

r «te ntion 

io1ot v . , ae Congress the difficulties in the present 

• tlrr a$maF S ^ eCt * n ^ struct ure of the stem, the use of 

^ i:T ' ia nd tl ^ n< ^ crna ^ e as applied to the flower of phan- 
^ ^ terrns used in designating the various pares 

lllan a °d Barn 


b 





Mature 


appointed to take under 

■faHiHliitin the 


The committee 


presented^! 
HiB)rought 


to 



^ Were subsequently named. 
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of the sporophyte and gametophyte connected with reproduc¬ 
tion. The committee also suggested the necessity of a gen¬ 
era term to designate the product of fusion of two hetero¬ 
gametes. 

After a brief discussion of the matters presented by the 
committee, its request tor the appointment of a committee of 
ve was concurred in- The original committee was contin¬ 
ued, and Drs. barlow and Thaxter were added to their number* 
I he lepoit of the committee on the Nomenclature of Hor- 

ticultuial 1-orms was presented. The committee recom¬ 
mended: 


i- That the nomenclature of the species and natural varieties 

used in forestry and decorative gardening should be treated 
by' horticulturists precisely as thev would be treated bv bo tan- 
ists il found growing wild, and that they should therefore he 
subject to whatever rules by international agreement art- 
adopted for general botanical nomenclature. Pending ttie 
adoption of such a code of rules, however, the names used in 
Nicholson s Dictionary of Gardening, so far as they go, should 
be used. In cases where Nicholson is insufficient, the Kcw 
Index, now in course of publication, should be followed >o 
far as it goes. In case of the displacement of familiar name- 
these should be retained in parenthesis until both dealers and 
purchasers have become familiar with the change. -- Fhe 
nomenclature of florists’ races and forms, as well as the more 
numerous artificial, and more or less transient forms of the 
fruit grower, vegetable gardener, and farmer, should be con¬ 
ducted on quite different lines from that of natural specM 
and varieties, and all names used for such forms should be in 
the vernacular. Phrases should not be employed as name*, 
and all such vernacular names should be limited to one, oral 


most two, words, avoiding high sounding or bombastic nairni 
as well as those which have already been relegated to the 1 
of synonyms. Priority of naming these forms should be rec 
ognized. Varieties and forms transferred to a country p^- 
sessing a different language from that in which they were 
named may be renamed, in case the name cannot be tra 
erred directly to the language, the new name conforming 
ar as possible to the form and sense of the origin** n ^' 

nd citing it as a synonym. For use in trade catalogue ^ 






ci ay uuiiv in. rui use; m -- - i>tic5 

ames adopted in the official lists of various nationa ■’O^ 1 


hould be adopted. 
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After brief discussion the report of the committee was 
idopted. 

ihe report of the committee on Bibliography was then pre- 

Jtoted. ‘ ~ 

T.ie committee make the following recommendations: 

I. The publication of a current bibliography of American 
"tinv, comprising (a) a catalogue of papers by authors, Jj?) a 
•luiogue of journals, (c) a list of acceptable abbreviations of 
* P names, (af) an index of species, both new and old. 

uus for citations,of which the following may be taken 
1 ustrative both of matter and typography: 

famann, Waldbeschadigungen durch 

;^:2 45 . Je 1893. 

"lien septica. • 

Li pfl’P e ^ r ^ e zur Kenntniss dcr Pflanzenzellen. 


Flusssiiure. Forst 


Beitr. 


1892. 




Tti) , T - - -■ f j- 

n* ^, Les Unidinees et 

^ • - : 108. 1854.^^ 

ti. 9 ^^ >rever, tion of potato scab. 


les Ustilaginees. 


Ann. Sci. 


10 Mr 1893. 


Bull. Exper. Sta. N. 


Congress and 

o 


of five with power to 


Steve 


ns. 


/ y * 

It was evidently the 



• • w A & 1 L W W w ^ Jk kj V A L ky W V-<^ vy w' v 

upon as early as possible, in 


•He of 


'“"fcrfcd'to a S ,tan C |“ SSCd St le ' 1gtl ‘ b> ' U ' e 

W. ‘fjj- a standing committee 

‘ :t l>cocl; a C< j'v? l ^ ee cons * s ^ s of Barnes, Seymour, Britton, 

^ of the Ca ff 

: ■ r t of rP.. ® Iess to have the matters discussed in the 

that the°va^i ttCe * S !, ttled - - , 

Potion or 1 Ous . ln oexes which are now in course of 

^cation might conform to some general 

and citation. 

I^^'^ting of Bessey, Britton, and MacMillan, 

. in & before the Congress a proper memorial 

'•*to] 0 Jt Xp( ? Ure of the United States National Her- 

the 

the C Pted an< ^ or< dered engrossed, signed by the 

le re port of n rl reSS ’ ant ^ ^ rans mitted to his family. 

**H Ti. , e committee on Geographic Botany was 



J ppoi 



Z the 


committee on the death of Dr. Vasey 







Con »mitte S ^° rt bme for consideration at the disposal 

‘ e ena bled it only to present in a very informal 


V ^^SL he£t * icicle. 


°^me num^ 1C if' e ^ C ' t onl y g^ ven when it stands alone. 

er printed in ordinary face type. 
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manner the topics which should be considered at length by a 
standing committee. After a brief discussion of the points 
reported, the present committee was appointed to follow up 
the question and prepare a report, to be submitted to section 
G of the American Association. 

The treasurer of the Congress reported receipts from dues, 
and expenditures for printing, postage and translation, leaving 
a balance on hand of $1.45. The report was approved. 
Question was raised in regard to the publication of the 

proceedings of the Congress. Mr. Barnes announced that tlu 

amount of money which was raised for the entertainment <> r 


the A. A. A. S. would probably be in excess of their expen¬ 
ditures, and thought it probable that a sufficient sum would 
be granted by the Local Committee to provide for publishing 
the proceedings of the Congress. The secretaries were there¬ 
fore authorized to prepare the matter for publication and h.ne 
it printed, the members of the Congress to assume tu- 
remainder of the expense beyond that which may be provide- 

for by the Local Committee of Arrangements. 

The report of the committee on the National Herbarium was 
read. The report points out the unsafe condition of the P fe 
sent building in which the Herbarium is located, its unus 
exposure to loss by fire, and the valuable character oft eC< 
lections which are contained in it, and urges that . 

taken to provide an adequate and fire-proof building 01 

reception. . , ])V 

It was directed that the memorial be engrossed. sl S ne 
the officers of the Congress, and copies transmitter ^ 
Secretary'- of Agriculture, the chairman of the C0 ? llT1,t 
Agriculture in the House, and the chairman of t ie <j° ^ 

tee on Appropriations in the Senate, of the uW 

Congress. 

» j 


-ad thank* 


® The report of the committee on Resolutions was rc . ^ 

ing the citizens of Madison for their hospitable enter . ^ 

and extending thanks to Dr. Otto Kuntze for t e fC , 


expense which he had incurred in providing • n0 | n , r n* 
with unusu al facilities for considering the question 


clature of taxonomy. 

■frhe Secretary of the Local Committee inv 

^ m _ A* 


. ,.,/ited the "'g 

to a moonlight n* 


bers of the Congress after adjournixieQt^^^Hj^^^HH 
upon Lake Mendota. The invitation was acce ^ cur5 jon. 
sixty, who thoroughly'- enjoy'ed the two hours e ^ on ^ re ,> 
At the close of the afternoon session t e 

journed sine die. 




a< 3 * 



